The Agonising Coluirinist 




THE Vietnamese war has 
called for some agonizing 
decisions, but none, has been 
more agonizing than those 
which have 
to be made 
by the Wash- 
ington politi- 
c a 1 colum- j 
nists. 

Although 
they cam 
seek out the j 
advice of 
everyone, in- 
cluding the 
president of 
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I peace offensive from the 
| start. I warmed the Presi- 

fdent not to do it. Since he 

■ - : . 

fvvould not take my advice, 
|I see no other choice but to 
Sget this country on a war 
looting.” . . 

‘‘But Mr. Wallstop, the 
President promised us guns 
and butter,” I pleaded. 

“He obviously didn’t read 
my column of Oct. 12, 1965, 
where I pointedoutthat the 
only thing the. Communists 


S he United States, they alone 
an make the final decision 
is; to what we should do in 
Southeast Asia. * - 5 
This burden weighs heav- 
ily on each Washington 
pundit, and every morning, 
as the people of the world 
wake up from another fitful 
night of sleep, they look to 
the Washington columnists 
for the solution to the 
thorny problems that con- 
front us all. 

I As I walked into the office 
Joseph Wallstop, the 
dely read syndicated col- 
inist, I saw him silhou- 
:ed against the window, 
: n t over a map of the 
'rid. I thought to myself 
w lonely his job must be 
d how great the risks he 
1 st take every day in his 
lumn. 

Se invited me to sit. down. 
Tm going to have to call 
the reserves tomorrow.” 
I “So soon?” I said, 
s’ “I don’t see how we can 
Ho it any other way As you 
know, I was against the 


understood was force. 

“TO UNDERSTAND this 
war, you must understand 
what happened iii the Tang 
• dynasty of 987 B.C. The 
situation was exactly simi- 
lar except that the Tangs 
thought they could do busi- 
ness with the Yangs. They 
found out differently. I hope 
we’re not going to go the 
way of the Tangs.” 

“I hope so, too. But how 
can we avoid it?” 

“We must bomb more ex- 
pensive targets, we must 
burn bridges and rice fields, 
oil depots and railroad 
yards, and we. must escalate 
the escalation. It’s all here 
in my piece of Nov. 26.” 
“Aren’t you afraid of a 
• war with China?” 

1 “Afraid? I’d welcome it. 
I declared war on China in 
1947 and Congress turned 
me down. Well, the United 
States pussyfooted for al- 
most 20 years and where 
I did it get us? No one has 
I ever accused me of trying to 
iprevent a war or win a 
Jpeace.” 

“Would you advocate 
using nuclear weapons in 
South Vietnam?” 

“Sparingly. We don’t want 
to win the war and lose the 
natives. I wouldn’t use 
nuclear weapons against the 
terrorists in Saigon, for ex- 
ample, but once you get out 
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in the boondocks I think 
you Should use everything 
you’ve got.” 

“MR. WALLSTOP, you’ve 
advised four Presidents 
since World War II on how 
to handle world affairs. How 
would you say they did?” 
“They all let me down 
sooner or later. 

; “Under our present form 
of government, I can only 
advise ' a President what to 
do; I can’t make him do it. 
I believe this is the weak- 
ness in our Constitution.” 
“How do you think Presi- 
dent Johnson shapes up com- 
pared to the others?” 

“It’s too early to tell yet. 
If he follows my recommen- 
dations, he’ll be a great 
President. If he doesn’t, he’ll 
have only himself to blame.” 
“Suppose he doesn’t call 
up the reserves?” 

Mr. Wallstop looked at me 
with his firm jaw jutting out 
and said, “Then I’ll have to 
call them up myself.” 
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